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PROBLBMATICAL BOOKS: Fiction 


Note:~ No Must Books- and where names. mean sales, books. to watch but not to gamble on 
too heavily.: There’s.a new Vina Delmar (I don't like it as. well as. her last one); THE 
LAUGHING STRANGER (Harcourt), good reading nonetheless; there's a better. than average 
Phyllis. Bentley- THE HOUSE OF MOREYS (Macmillan). Reports. in pages. following. 


June 3 


Thurburn, Rose Morrow 
THE COLOUR OF THE GLASS $3.50 


A more personal story than The Wilderness is. Yours (1950), this still deals 
with moral abstractions but substitutes the sanctuary of a love affair for the arena 
of international intrigue. Andrew Garnett, a candidate on the Conservative ticket, 
falls in love with Fran Maudesley while in Paris, and the affair which follows back in 
England has marriage as its destination- but it is Fran who defers the date until 
after the election. During the course of the campaign, in which Fran participates as 
she canvasses the wards, Andrew sacrifices a local man indirectly- but deliberately- 
and it is Fran who cannot accept this in the man she loves. And the “colour of the 
glass" through which she gazes has its reflection not only on the issue involved, but 
on their relationship which does not survive her inalterable convictions.... Feminine 
fiction which is tenuous- but not inconslusive- and which lends a suggestive shading 


to personal concerns and ethical variations. (LC 53-5339) 


June 15 gfe 


Majdalany, Fred Houghton, Mifflin- Ballantine 
PATROL $1<50- $.35 
of ,e 

A cleancut, noncommittal transcript of an incident during the war underlines 
the expendability- or rather waste- of human lives in military terms. For the decision 
to send a night patrol to the White Farm, where the Germans are believed to have pulled 
out, is a whim of the Divisional Intelligence executed with little thought of what may 
be involved. And for Major Tim Sheldon, commander of the Charlie Company of the Bat- 
talion, who has already had too much action with too little relief, there is no alter- 
nate to send on the patrol of seven which makes the march to the Farm where the hope 
that it may have been abandoned is countered by the reality of defensive fire. One man 
is lost, another when they are strafed from the air, and Tim, wounded in the leg, still 
makes it back to Headquarters on his own, sustained by a determination which is beyond 
pain, and an unnatural exhaustion from which he dies- on the way to the hospital.... 
An episcde of battle action which muffles the big guns and takes some of the polish off 
the brass with irony and precision- not necessarily popular attributes. (LC 53-7235) 


24 
June 22 


Delmar, Vina Harcourt, Brace 
THE LAUGHING STRANGER $3.00 


Again as different from The Marcobeth Women as that was from her earlier 


novels, this story has faint echoes of a popular personal experience story some ten 
years ago, The Little Locksmith by Katharine Butler Hathaway. Here too is a central 
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character, the narrator, Elizabeth Carpenter, who is a hunchback, feeling herself cut off 
from normal relationships, and yet impelled to interfere where her heart leads her. Here 
again is a stormy Atlantic coast setting (the Jersey shore in winter not Maine, this time), 
which supplies a kind of counterpoint to the tumult of the tale. Elizabeth's brother, > 
Brett, comes back from the Civil War, shattered in mind, and the family go to their summer 
home to seek a setting remote from people for his recovery. Then- into the lives of broth- 
er and sister- comes Brandy, beautiful but a bitch, calling herself the wife of Connie 
Coberly, living in his parents' home, besmirching its chaste beauty with her slovenly com- 
monness, and allowing Connie's baby to drift towards death. Loving Connie, 'Liz takes 
Brandy on as a "cause", even though she knows her brother's apathy has been pierced. And 
then comes revenge from the North Carolina town where Connie had saved Brandy- at cost 

to all the rest. It is a strange sort of revenge. And when Brandy takes mortal hurt at 

her one vulnerable point, her love for Connie, it is her life that is forfeit - that and 

Liz' dream of a Connie that never was.... While there is none of the spiritual message of 

The Little Locksmith, the emotional implications, the understanding are similar. (10:53-7842) 


J une-24 7 / je 


Latham, Edythe Little, Brown 
THE SOUNDING BRASS $4.50 


A softspoken southern story of a family pursues a leisurely course- at consider- 
able length- and traces the pressures of paternalism and wealth on three generations. For 
rich Marcus Chadley, whose benevolence does not extend to his own family, first faces the 
resentment and rebellion of his wife, then of his son who dies estranged. It is August, 
his granddaughter, who again inherits artistic gifts. She is adopted by her uncle Fenton 
who encourages the talent the older Chadley would have destroyed. This is August's story, 
as she is seen through the special situations her wealth creates; as her hostility towards 
her unnatural environment also excludes relationships with others in the town; as the | 
gentle, protective Fenton circumscribes her childhood and her youth; and as her love for 
the tutor Fenton imports is only slowly acknowledged, but brings with it her affranchise- 
ment.... The "pitiable restraints and formalities" of a life such as this, the power of 
money- its obligations and its inhibitions, all this lenéa certain tone and purpose to 
a novel which is styled to the subject with a deliberate decorum. But the straitjacket 
does not extend to the author- whom some may find prolix. (LC: 53-7297) 


June 29 


Deleuze, Bernard Putnam 
THE VENGEANCE OF DON MANUEL $3.50 os 


The early 19th century unrest and violence that followed when Napoleon dethroned 
the Spanish King is concerned here with the break in the colonial order in Chile and the 
menace that all but wiped out the Aldana family. Manuel, the youngest, frailest and ugli- 
est, tells the story - of his solitary childhood, his murder of his guardian bird, his 
killing of a puma and of the man he killed to save his mother's life, when they were en 
route to visit her sister. There the word that the Spanish King has been replaced by 
Napoleon's brother comes to fire a divine disobedience among the downtrodden Indians and 
there they are held hostages by Dona Catalina's brother-in-law. They effect a dengerous 
escape only to find their hacienda, Tres Caminos, Don Fradique and the eight other sons 
wiped out by fire and gun at the order of the brutal Col. Zarate, acting on a rumor or 
sedition. Dona Catalina commits Manuel to a duty of honor - to assassinate Col. Zarate 
- and his ordeal of a reign of horror in which his friends are killed and he almost loses 
his life ends in a high price success and complete liberty for himself. The great colon- 
ial families, and their illustrious kinships, hatred as a weapon for evil, the great f) 
plains and the high mountains - all in vivid color and concentrated narration. Trans- 
lated from the French by Norman Cameron. 
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June 30 


Bentley, Phyllis Macmillan 
THE HOUSE OF MOREYS $3.50 


Early 19th century setting for a Jane Eyrish sort of story about the ill- 
fated Moreys, where violence and hatred and suspicion wrecked successive generations. 
Always there seems to be a half-brother, illegitimate, to threaten the security of the 
heir. Always there seem to be lovely witless wives, the paternity of whose sons is in 
question. Into the third generation of these happenings comes 19-year old Eleanor 
Moreys, a cousin whose hapless father had died in debtor's prison. Eleanor is taken 
on as a sort of governess and housekeeper, and finds a terror ridden household up in 
the Yorkshire area Miss Bentley has made her own. Charles Moreys, head of the house 
of Moreys, runs his mills with a competent hand- and his household with bitterness, in 
the stupor of drunkenness, hopelessness. It takes a deal of unravelling, and some 
hard knocks before Eleanor untangles truth from falsehood, lays some ghosts to rest, 
and rescues Jacob and Tessie and Dick from the taint that hung over them. I found this 
far and away the most readable novel Phyllis Bentley has given us for many years. 


July 6 {2 O 


Yaffe, James Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
THE GOOD-FOR-NOTHING $3.50 \ 


An understanding story of family and personal problems focusses on Norman 
Kramer whose responsibility for his younger brother, Leo, has become almost too much. 
He has fought for Leo in college scrapes, has kept their widowed mother unaware of her 
younger son's failings; now he has to appeal to Uncle Myron to get Leo out of scandal 
at the West Side Pinochle, Gin Rummy and Whist Club. And Leo - takes it ali as nis 
due, always promising great things for the future. But Uncle Myron's wife, Aunt Ruth, 
has had enough too and makes plans to free Norman from his bondage. She finds the girl 
who has enough money, she gets Leo's word to carry through and, when Norman becomes 
aware of what is going on, plans for the wedding are speeding along. With the big party 
given by Aunt Ruth for the young couple and the girl's parents from the mid-West, Nor- 
man's self searchings and guardian conscience force him into disastrous revelations 
about the conscienceless plot - and the wedding is off with Leo again to be the beloved 
burden. The pride and humbleness, the clannishness and emotionalism of Jewish family 
life has here nice moments of high humor as well as warmly sympathetic pity. A novel 
which shows the author is holding to the direct line of his short stories, Poor Cousin 


Evelyn (1951). (LC 53-7299) 
July 8 


Sanford, Agnes Lippincott 
LOST SHEPHERD $3.00 


This is a novel about a difficult subject- the power of prayer. It is a 
story that in some of its attitudes will shock the conformers; in others will puzzle- 
yes, and embarrass them. For a great many things are said here about the forms and 
symbols of Christianity that people who accept them are not ready to hear. And other 
things are said about the untapped spiritual powers within each one of us that will 
challenge those who assume that only in Christian Science are such thoughts given 
voice. But here is a novel about a groping, lonely, uninspired young clergyman in a 
New Jersey city parish. And about how two terrific shocks brought him to an awareness 
of his spiritual failures, his need for something that a woman for whom he had a cer- 
tain sense of distaste could give him. It is the story of their burgeoning love, and 
of the larger spiritual powers,and powers of healing and prayer,that he found within 
him, of what it did to his church- and what his people tried to do to him. And of how 
his power brought him to the brink of unhappiness and despair through his very achieve- 
ment. It is not a book for everyone. Her own audience for a book even more concentra- 
ted on healing than this- 0 Watchman -is obviously the initial market. The spiritual 
aspects of this book are stronger; possibly some of Lloyd Douglas' early readers (Green 
Light, etc.) will like it. (LC 53-5419) 
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July 9 


Molloy, Robert Doubleday > 
A MULTITUDE OF SINS $3.50 ,/ 


If you can take a virtually continuous dose of elderly female bickering, goss- 
ipping and backbiting, and like it- at a distance - this is your dish. It is unpalatable 
to this reader even in small servings, and becomes unbearably dull spread over a whole 
book. Many of the Charlestonians of the earlier book Pride's Way reappear here, but the 
old la&@ies have a new set of gripes and even the obsessive desire to bring a cousin who 
has forfeited her place in the clan back to the fold of the true faith before death 
claims her seems to put no halter on clacking tongues. "Miss" Julie Gerard and her sis- 
ter, Miss Josephine, make Aurore Gerard their particular charge. Aurore is as bitter 
and caustic and disagreeable on her deathbed as in her prime, and takes keen delight in 
promoting discord,- between the sisters, among inquisitive visitors so that - before the 
story ends, and she dies unshriven, virtually nobody is speaking to anyone else, several 
reputations are nibbled away at the edges, and the permanent groundwork for dissension 


is laid. Take it or leave it.... (LC 53-6935) 


Doubleday 


Palazzeschi, Aldo 
THE SISTERS MATERASSI - $3.50 
Down from the hills of Florence, in the tiny community of Santa Maria a Cover- 
ciano, the sisters Materassi had restored their lands, their name and their fortune 
through their exquisite, sought-after embroidery and sewing and had earned the respectful 
admiration of their neighbors. But when they inherited an orphaned nephew the pattern 
was ruined and all the threads tangled, for Remo, virile and politely vicious, self-seek- 
ing and selfish, quickly learned to cajole them to his desires - fashionable living, fast 
cars and women. From their proud position to poverty and scorn, the way was long but se 
uninterrupted as Remo blithely stripped them of their wealth, their social standing and 
their customers. Gracefully but indomitably he made them accept his marriage to a sports 
loving American heiress and left them with only memories and photographs. The tempo and 
feel of the Italian countryside, the manners and mores of an almost isolated people and 
the changing years after 1918 are volubly commented on and myopically scrutinized. An 
importation which might suffer sea change. Translated by Angus Davidson. (LC 53-6938) 


Doub leday 


Viertel, Peter 
WHITE HUNTER, BLACK HEART $3.95 

A strange sort of twist to the delineation of an erratic, egocentric film 
director, whose human relations provide a sort of recurrent pattern of wreckage dedicated 
to his emotional reversals. John Wilson is presumably a genius; he is purported to be 
irresistible - when he so desires; but to this reader no whisper of his charm emerges at 
any point. One of his "victims" is the narrator, as he records his futile attempts to 
keep Wilson on the path of preparing for the shooting of a picture in Africa. Wilson had 
the secret goal of a safari in search of big game; any conceivable attention to matters 
of location, construction, planning for the picture was discarded or perverted to his 
personal passions. And many and sundry fell before his whims. The fact that he couldn't 
shoot- knew nothing about it except what he read in a book- throws the whole into exage- 
rated farce, with an undercurrent of impending disaster. The finale, in which he gets 
his elephant- and kills his man- makes the cry of the native villagers- “white hunter, 


black heart" meaningful. (IC 53-5600) 
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July 13 


Morris, Katharine Dutton 
COUNTRY DANCE $3.00 


As in The Vixen's. Cub (p. 307, 1952), the author turns to farming people and 
nature for her novel of loves that germinate and bud at a country dance. Rodney Morton, 
a rugged, sensitive, determined farmer whose mother’ feels threatened by the possibility 
of his affection for another woman, decides to win Sarah Harlow, the esteemed elder 
daughter of the town doctor who tries to care for her independence and dignity more than 
for Rodney, but fails. Sarah's little sister Pigeon, in love with Rodney's young cousin 
Tim, is terribly hurt when he dies in an accident after learning that the girl with 
whom he had been intimate before meeting Pigeon is pregnant with his child and has been 
married off to Pigeon's brother who has also taken up with her. It is the clear-eyed 
David Howard who had met Pigeon at the dance who feels his destiny lies in opening her 
heart to life again. When Kate Morton accepts Sarah and the new role she herself will 
have to play, when Rodney hears Sarah speak a welcome in his own home, the somewhat 
cloudy idyll draws to a close. While the theme is not new, this story has a sympathe- 
tic natural element that gives it its quality. (LC 53-6063) 


Creekmore, Hubert. 7 ZO T!l4 | Random House _ 
THE CHAIN IN THE HEART $3.50 75 


An earnest precis, through three generations, and reaching back to remembered 
ancestors, of the black and white question in the South carries the message of the sla- 
very of hatred on both sides and the pretense and hypocrisy which are the chains in the 
heart. From black Henry Murchison, whose gran'ma Lizzie and her husband Frank passed 
on the dependence to the white Murchisons, and his marriage to Annie come Cora, George 
and Columbus. And they in turn learn the change from the plantation life in Missis- 
sippi as their freedom leaves them without white patronage. Cora's scandal sends her 
North; Henry's blindness to white man's ways drives him out of Annie's life with another 

‘woman; and George is forced to give up education in order to help at home. His marriage 
to May comes after Henry returns to find Annie settled down with Tobe, and their babies 
come when Henry is killed as he tries to win Annie back. May's bastard, by a white man, 
further crushes George's spirit but it is the same bastard, Taffy George, (T.G.) who is 
the means of uprooting the family when he proves he is college material. The move from 
the little town to Jackson, T.G.'s years at Fielding College and with Louise work both 
for George and T.G. but the boy's graduating address precipitates the need for his 
flight. And three years in Chicago proves not to be the answer so that both T.G. and 
Louise are ready to return home and help to disprove southern lies. The surface happen- 
ings that are hotbeds for psychological warps or advancements, the dilemma of the color 
of skins, the restrictions versus the concessions and privilege versus non-privilege 

are shown from their inherited past to the pre-World War II in a concentrated family 
line which convicts while it convinces. For the cooler North rather than the hotter 
South, for although it argues validly and persuasively, its issues are strategically 
slanted. 


Horwitz, Julius World 
THE CITY $3.00 


The city is New York- and stories and sketches here reflect its ferment and 
its dissonance, the convergence of many strains- but the loneliness of private lives, 
and the ugly pressures of poverty and prejudice which accelerate the pace of city 
living. From the waterfront to a roof top, from the nonconformity of Greenwich Village 
to the elegance of Sutton Place, from the garment industry to the thrift shops, from 
Brooklyn to Broadway, the city has many faces. But the stories, which are largely 
Jewish in inflection, are also largely mournful in content; a working wife and her non- 
working husband endure the visit of a querulous mother; two girls hope for a new life 
with their father’s death, but a new apartment still leaves them friendless; a mother, 
old and unwanted by her children, wastes away in a back room; an alcoholic artist is 
taken to Bellevue; etc. etc. A stereoscopic perspective which for all its views and 
vistas leaves a single impression of a cheerless, crowded world. (IC 53-6632) 
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June 12 
Ives Washburn 


POISONS UNKNOWN $2.50 - 


A fleshtinted to bloodstained tracer takes private peeper, Johnny Liddell, 
from New York to New Orleans for a crime syndicate. Hired to find Brother Alfred whose 
well-attended Temple is-also a dope drop, Liddell is mussed up and crossed up in an in- 
vestigation which extends from narcotics to prostitution to murder and returns him to 
New York for the final play-off. Redolent. (IC 53-7561) 


Kane, Frank 


June 15 


Shiras, Wilmar H. Gnome 
CHILDREN OF THE ATOM $2.75 


An extension of a short story which has been anthologized several times, this 
lends a warm and personal touch to the problem of the prodigy when a group of children, 
born in the aftermath of an atom bomb explosion, show a special superiority but are also 
the victims of loneliness and disorientation in an ordinary world. It is a psychiatrist 
who recognizes the extraordinary powers of secretive Timothy, and from there goes on to 
corral others who are also mutants, and starts a special school in which the children 
learn to make their adjustment to each other and develop their gifts. But the attack 
of a rabble rouser teaches them that they must learn to assimilate- and make their iden- 
tity- in the wold at large.... A believable and personable projection in human terms. 


June 15 
Poole, Richard Houghton, Mifflin - Ballantine 
DESERT PASSAGE : $1.50 - $.35 
The minor to major skirmishes that Rod Kendrick, superintendent of Division I « 


of the Texas and Arizona stagecoach line, takes part in dot the battle against the merci- 
less machination of Mark Ellison. Murder, robbery and arson are part of Ellison's 
heavy artillery but nendrick's supervision of the swing and home stations and his hard- 
won determination route the renegades. Flaming guns and flashing fists in Arizona. 
(LC 53-7620) . 

June 25 


Asimov, Isaac Gnome Press 
SECOND FOUNDATION $2.75 


Foundation (1951) and Foundation and Empire (1952) are the predecessors of this 
tale of galaxy security based on conflicting searches for the Second Foundation, estab- 
lished and hidden by the master psycho-historian, Hari Seldon. The Mule, wrecker of part 
of Seldon's plan, and members of the First Foundation are at odds; the Mule is disposed 
of and the First Foundation believes itself the victor. But the Second Foundation carries 
on, devising impromptu methods to maintain its superiority. The blue yonder, and not so 


wild. 


July 6 


Abbott, A. C. World 
BRANDED $2.50 


Rock Kendall comes to Arizona on a longhorn drive in search of an absconding 
partner and the evidence that he was framed for the murder of a young girl. Her vengeful 
brother and a two-timing girl who betrays Rock almost finish his quest too early but the 
help of loyal Katherine and lots of gun throwing put him ‘way out in the clear. Some hard 
breathing, cool shooting and hot rustling keep this a-movering. (LC 53-6631) 
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July 9 


Fenisong, Ruth Doubleday 
€$ THE WENCH IS DEAD $2.50 


The love affair between Dene Cameron and the decorative, but dubious, Paul 
Debrulet attracts the surveillance not only of Dene's hosts on a Long Island estate 
but of the wife of N.Y.'s Chief of Homicide Gridley Nelson when hi wife, Kyrie, alerts 
him to the fact that Debrulet is wanted for the murder of his wife. The hit and run 
killing of a maid ‘ies in with the old case but brings in a new suspect and establishes 
the romance on fiimer foundations. Cosmetic rather than enigmatic. (LC 53-6936) 
















Scherf, Margaret Doubleday 
DEAD: Senate Office Building $2.50 


The disappearance of U. S. Senator, Scott, brings hard-headed, soft-hearted 
Milo McDevitt into the picture when he trucks a safe from a museum to Scott's Washing- 
ton office. Colliding with Athalie Stafford, whose father has been ruined by Scott, he 
meets Bache, radio newscaster, also a Scott victim, and with Scott's body revealed 
there are bee stings, mobile furniture and much confusion. Lazy-daisy doings. 
(LC 53-6934) 


Ard, William Rinehart 
A PRIVATE PARTY $2.50 


This ties in with current dock scandals in police and private detective work 
on the killing of union head Stanzyck which has been preceded by the deaths of a news- 
paperman and two witnesses against him. Timothy Dane is hired by Stanzyck's two suc- 
cessors and hounded by his favorite redhead; the police hope for a cover-up if one of 
their men is the killer. Dane wins the police to his side and nets the would-be big 
brain. High blood count. (IC 53-8113) 







y 10 [A Saaah hoe 


Head, Matthew - Simon & Schuster 
ANOTHER MAN'S LIFE $2 .50 


C« The implacable first person testimony of Hawthorne Kimball Willis registers 
an unsparing judgment on a life beyond reproach and beyond the reach of the law. His 
years of emotional temperance, after the unregretted drowning of his wife, end with his 
meeting with Bernard, a poet, Ellen- his wife, and Jim Reese, a writer. His identifica- 
tion with Bernard- who parallels his own withdrawal, his attraction to Reese whose ani- 
mal vitality exerts its fascination for Ellen too, all lead to the crime which has an 


emotional if not a social jivstification.... A fastidious study in character, to which 
murder lends only a faint imprint, this is a civilized rationalization after the fact. 













REPRINTS For. June 
BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 







Burnett, W.R. - LITTLE MEN, BIG WORLD Pease, Howard - ROAD KID 
Lamb, Harold - GENGHIS KHAN Spicer, Bart - THE LONG GREEN 
Trimble, Louis - GAPTOWN LAW 






Giants. (Each $,35) 





Caldwell, Taylor - MELISSA Laird, Emma - OF FORMER LOVE 
Shellabarger, Samuel - THE KING'S CAVALIER 
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DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Fox, Norman A. - ROUGHSHOD Ragsdale, Clyde - THE BIG FIST 
Keyes, Frances P. - RIVER ROAD Sterling, Stewart - NIGHTMARE AT NOON 


Overholser, Wayne D. - BUCKAROO'S CODE Turney, Catherine - THE OTHER ONE 
Polsky, Thomas - CURT FOR THE COPPER Van Vogt, A. E. - SLAN 
Wiegand, William - AT LAST, MR. TOLLIVER 


($.35) - Rinehart, Mary Roberts - THE SWIMMING POOL ; 


® 


DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY, INC. - Crime Club Classic 


Coles, Manning - A TOAST TO TOMORROW ($2.00) 


GARDEN CITY - Permabooks. (Each $,95) 


Lyons, Herbert - FRONT OFFICE Slaughter, Frank G.- SPENCER BRADE, M.D. 
McCoy, John P.- SWING THE BIG EYED RABBIT Stone, Irving - IMMORTAL WIFE 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 


Mentor. ($.50) - Hemilton, Edith - Signet Giant ($.35) - Remarque, Erich Maria- 
MYTHOLOGY SPARK OF LIFE 


Signet (Each $.25) * 


Engstrand, Stuart- A HUSBAND IN THE HOUSE O'Connor, Flannery - WISE BLOOD 

Gillon, Philip - FRAIL BARRIER Shannon, Jimmie - THE DEVIL'S PASSKEY 

Martin, John Bartlow - MY LIFE IN CRIME Slaughter, Frank G. - YOUR BODY AND YOUR MIND 
Wayne, Joseph - THE SNAKE STOMPER 


POCKET BOOKS (Each. $.25) 


Athanas, Verne - THE PROUD ONES Gardner, E.S. - CLUE OF THE FORGOTTEN MURDER 
Field, Peter - SHERIFF ON THE SPOT Golden, Dr. Francis L.- LAUGHTER IS LEGAL 
Gardner, E.S.- THE CASE OF THE DROWSY Lincoln, Victoria - OUT FROM EDEN 

MOSQUITO Rigsby, Howard - KILL AND TELL 


Curdinal Editions. (Each $.35) 


Haycox, Ernest - THE EARTHBREAKERS Longstreet, Stephen - THE PEDLOCKS 


POPULAR LIBRARY (Each $.25) 


JOEY ADAMS‘ JOKE BOOK Durrant, Theo - THE BIG FEAR 
Ard, William - A GIRL FOR DANNY Granger, K.R.G. - TEN AGAINST CAESAR 
Calitri, Charles - RICKEY Trimble, Louis - FIGHTING COWMAN 


Winston, Clara - THE CLOSEST KIN THERE IS 


Giant ($.95) - Bates, H. E. - THE SCARLET SWORD 
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THESE WILL SELL 


June 29 


Crosby, Bing - as told to Simon & Schuster 
Martin, Pete CALL ME LUCKY $3.95 - cloth: $1.00 - paper 


* Have fun in having a fan with The Groaner as he emerges from Harry Crosby, of 
Washington, mad about sports, normal about school and respectful of the Jesuits and 
their schools, to a capering enthusiast in a tiz about show biz and known as Bing. No 
purse mouth, he admits his irresponsibility, his sashays in and sashays out of troubles, 
which included a calaboose or two, his band and nightclub nights, his moving picture 
daze and the ring around of radio. From his passionate affair with a thesaurus, this 
word zinger gives on instruments, golf, horses, racing and stables; on recordings, base- 
ball, his four boys; on hisranch in Nevada, his pictures and the problems of his wingy 
ears and his scalp doilies (toupees to you); and on people, people, people. From 
Mildred Bailey, Al Rinker and Paul Whiteman on to Joe Venuti, Carole Lombard, Marion 
Davies, Louis Armstrong, Gary Cooper, W. C. Fields, Bob Hope- and on and on, his anec- 
dotes and references are always warm, often funny and never poisonous, and include inti- 
mate sketches of his family as well as professional and business associates. There are 
frolics, road blocks - and block parties; there's an appraisal of his pipes and nodes 
and styles and effects; there's exhilaration and conviviality; and the air of friendly 
casualness has its contagion. You can relax on all the roads to doing what comes natur- 
ally. (Ratings for Pete Martin for a high spot recording of the Crosby talkfest.) 32 
pages of pictures in the $3.95 edition only. Expanded considerably from its S.£.P. 
serialization. 
July 9 


St. John, Robert Doubleday 
THIS WAS MY WORLD $3.95 


This is the kind of newspaperman's autobiography that impells the reader to 
read bits aloud here and there. It is entertaining and occasionally poignant and rem- 
iniscent; and there's news value in some of the sidelights on people and events. 
There's an anecdotal quality one would expect - and, for those who parallel his years, 
@ nostalgic quality, not only in the recall of events, but in the reflection of moods 
and passing emotions. Here are his years of training for the role in which most of us 
know him, as foreign correspondent and radio commentator. From his boyhood in and near 
Chicago, through his days as a young aspirant to newspaper recognition, to the burning 
of his bridges as he heads for a Europe he is convinced is on the verge of war, this is 
a lively record of the '20's and '30's. The Capone story is told in the kind of detail 
that a newsman assigned to some of its high spots could record. The political battles 
and personalities provided another facet of experience. These were years of drastic 
changes in journalism and St. John shares some of the stories behind the scenes. For 
any of the large audience that likes newspaper stories, this is a natural. (LC 53-6937) 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
May 22 


Cobleigh, Ira U. David McKay 
WINNING IN WALL STREET $2.00 


This is no fool proof system for making a fortune for yourself, but a fairly 
reasonable approach to the three factors:- technique, timing and tenacity- and a “whipp- 
ing through a variety of securities, stressing the elements suggestive of higher prices 
someday". He emphasizes the fact that "at no time on any page...has there been a single 
recommendation to buy or sell anything at any time or in any amount". So- you know what 
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the book isn't! Now for what it is. He discusses the function and service performed 
by Wall Street, the importance of using available facilities to get facts first, the 
three factors of the ideal investment. And then he goes on to specific types of invest- -* 
ments in which he belives today:- bank stocks, conservative but with an element of 
growth; electric utilities, not dynamic leaders- but also showing elements of growth. 
He weighs the pros and cons of the improved status of rails; the importance of natural 
gas; the role of convertibles; the future goals glimpsed in chemicals, the new film 
fields, the expansion of highways, and the atomic developments. Here are todays fron- 
tiers - and the land companies are still extending boundaries. He ends with a word of 
faith in the new administration and in the life expectancy of the Moscow menace. (Note 


well the date of writing- December 1952). (LC 53-7540) 





~~ 


Sergeant, Elizabeth Shepley Lippincott 
WILLA CATHER: A Memoir ~ $3.50 


Here at last is a lively, honest, if inevitably incomplete, picture of Willa 
Cather in which we begin to discern the outlines of the real person. The book in no way 
resembles E. K. Brown's rather heavy critical biography, devoted primarily to evaluating 
the novels (a factor that has its place in this memoir, but in different balance). It 
is perhaps more like Edith Lewis' small volume, Willa Cather. Living (both Knopf- reported 
page 35 -January 1953). But there are vast differences. Charming and affectionate as 
Miss Lewis' book is, with occasional flashes of insight, it tends to conceal rather than 
reveal. Miss Sergeant, while respecting Miss Cather's desire for privacy, gets around 
the interdiction regarding her letters by paraphrasing many of them. We get in this way 
much of the color and pungency of the correspondence, the claim that it was "colloquial, 
vivid, frank and at times emotional". Miss Sergeant knew her from 1910 until her death 
in 1947. In the early years of their friendship, Miss Sergeant shared intimately many é 
of the decisions at turning points in Miss Cather's career; encouraged her to give up 
journalism for creative writing; shared with her a common love for France which they knew 
and visited often. She gives a portrait of a real person, complex, vigorous, colorful, 
warm, extremely individualistic and somewhat crotchety. She knew her in many situations,- 
at McClure's, at Bank Street, in Boston, at Red Cloud, in France, in the Southwest. She — 
tells many revealing anecdotes and sidelights, and in her research has brought up some 
fresh material. Miss Sergeant's own tart New England tongue lends spice to the memoirs. 
As author and publicist herself, there was conflict along with deep regard and affection 
and understanding. Her book is a welcome addition. (ILC 52-13732) 


June 11 


Davis, Kenneth S. Doubleday 
RIVER ON THE RAMPAGE $3.00 


The well known Kansas author, taking a new tack, presents through telling the 
story of the Kaw and the Kansas River Basin a number of essays on river planning. Be- 
ginning with a description of the recurrent floods that have plagued the area and have 
been especially violent in recent years, he goes on to tell what has been done about it 
and what might be done about it if special interest groups could give way to whole unit 
valley planning. The problems of pollution by industry, of politics involving large 
grants to the Army Engineers, all the compromises that went into flood control are can- 
didly discussed. The raging controversy over the Tuttle Creek Dam wiiicn resulted in the 
election of a democrat from an old republican area seemed to be a turning point in valley 
thinking, and the author in a final section discusses the education necessary to inte- 
grated planning, a type including more than the specialization he feels prevails at Kan- 
sas State. An interesting story of another of our great valleys which is more an in-the- 
works piece than 7VA was and which will be of value to all concerned with river planning. 
While the ideas on education and the eye-opening discussion of politics may increase the 
audience, this will probably be of most interest to the region under discussion. Illus- 


trated. (LC 53-5298) 
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June 12 


Hornsby, Rogers David McKay 
MY KIND OF BASEBALL $2 250 


Hornsby is considered by experts as the greatest right handed batter of all 
times; today as manager of the Cincinnati Reds what he has to say about baseball is 
important on all counts. He tells a personal story dramatically, revealing a philoso- 
phy of baseball that is unique. His desire and determination to win, to play the game 
for all it is worth made him a champion batter- hitting over 400 three years. When he 
managed a team - and his St. Louis’ team defeated the Yankees for the world's champion- 
ship- he drove them to get the best out of each player. Independent to a fault, owners 
didn't like him. He has been in and out of the majors; he knows baseball inside and 
out; he knows how to develop players. Old ball players and fans will be rooting for him 
this year. 


25 

June }6 
de Bernady, Francoise Harcourt, Brace 
ALBERT AND VICTORIA $4.75 


A worthwhile study of the characters - and events - that contributed to the 
emergence of Albert, Prince of Saxe-Coburg, from near oblivion to kingly stature, ob- 
serves his course in both public and intimate detail. Victoria is here too, in her 
youthful tempers and all the complicated political and family situations; in her early 
liking for Albert and international jockeying for the man to be her husband. There is 
Leopold of Belgium, and Stockmar who watched, then groomed Albert for his destiny, and 
there is the Duchess of Kent, Victoria's mother, and the omnipresent governess Lehzen 
who, as the women in the case, contributed to the difficult obstacle race that faced . 
Albert on his marriage. And there is Albert, loving his disgraced mother and scandal- 
making brother Ernest, his own country and, eventually, Victoria. His intolerable 
position in England was borne with silence and dignity until at last his imprint was 
felt on the whole nation and in international politics. And, with his death, it was 
realized that England had truly lost a king and a real leader. A book that accomplishes 
a great deal in viewing Albert as a person and a personage and whose evaluation of his 
importance carries weight. For the biography minded, this is a rewarding portrait. 
Translated by Ralph Manheim. (LC 53-5655) 


a 
July 7?7 “ 


Kinney, James R., V. M. D. Simon & Schuster 
& Joneycutt, Ann HOW TO RAISE A DOG $2.95 -— 


This revised edition, brought up date, of the 1938 canine course which de- 
lighted so many prospective and practicing owners, continues its merry but enlightening 
way in its casual handling of all doggy doings. The first step - of choosing a dog (or 
does the dog choose you?), what kind and what sex - and all the others, of feeding, 
training, sickness and disease, mating and breeding (and the whole pattern all over) 
pertain particularly to the dog in the city and suburbs and Dr. Kinney should have a 
medal struck for his attitude on the subject of good manners among the four (and two) 
footeds. For the amateur owner, this offers the rudiments of dog care in rollicking 
style and its Thurber illustrations add their special touch to its appeal. 
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Meyer, Jerome S. Simon & Schuster 
THE HANDWRITING ANALYSER $2.95 | 


A book for entertainment and a bit of enlightenment that takes the “ology” 


out of graphology and places the art of handwriting analysis in the hands of the layman. 
There is a sample analysis, comparison diagrams, a key to and index to characteristics, 
and a quiz for good measure. Appealing to those who are intrigued with possibilities of 
personality discovery. The present book is a rewritten version of Mind Your P's and Q's.- 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES: IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Estridge, Robin- THE OLIVE TREE- price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Morrow) 
Nussbaum, F. L.- THE TRIUMPH OF SCIENCE AND REASON- from 4/29 to 5/13 (Harper) 
Padover, Saul K.- THE COMPLETE MADISON- from 4/1 to 5/13 (Harper) 
Chanslor, Roy- JOHNNY GUITAR- from 5/8 to 5/28 (Simon & Schuster) 
Lilienthal, David E.- TVA- price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Harner) 
Davis, H. L.- TEAM BELLS WOKE ME- from 5/20 to 5/27 (Morrow) 
Branson, H. C.- BEGGAR'S CHOICE- from 6/12 to 6/8 (Simon & Schuster) 
Kaempffert, W.- EXPLORATIONS IN SCIENCE- from 5/11 to 5/18 (Viking) 
Renaud & Kahn- THE ART OF CHECKMATE- from 6/12 to 6/19 (Simon & Schuster) 3 
Bowen, H. R.- SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BUSINESSMAN- price from $3.75 to 
$3.50 (Harper) 
Kennedy, Mark- THE PECKING ORDER- from 5/20 to 6/4 (Appleton-Century-Crofts) 
MacDonald, John D.- CANCEL ALL OUR VOWS- from 5/20’to 6/2 (Appleton-Century-Crofts) 
Crowe, Cecily- MISS SPRING- The publisher, is Random House, not Doubleday 
Savage, Thomas- BARGAIN WITH GOD- from 6/30 to 6/19- price from $3.50 to $3.00 
(Simon & Schuster) 
Lariar, L.- WIN, PLACE AND DIE!- from 5/? to 6/4 (Appleton-Century-Crofts) 
Ebon, Martin- MALENKOV- price from $3.00 to $3.75 \McGraw-Hill) 
Rosin & Eastman- THE ROAD TO ABUNDANCE- from 5/21 to 6/25. Price from $3.75 to 
$3.50 (McGraw-Hill) 
Jennison, Keith- THE HALF-OPEN ROAD- price from $1.95 to $2.25 (Doubleday) 
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‘A CALENDAR OF ‘NEW ‘BOOKS ‘FOR ‘JUNE 


June 8- Martenet, May Davies 
June 9- Walker, David 
June 19- Lindop, Audrey Erskine 


June 22- Vercors 


ot Williams, Ben Ames 


June 10- Whitney, Janet 
June § McCormick, Theodora 


June ll- Grew, William 
June ll- M'Intosh, J. T. 
June 12- Reilly, Helen 
June 24- Procter, Maurice 


15- Crosby, Bing 
22- Jackson, Shirley 


3s 


Pde Ce ae Ore 


CONTEMPORARY 


TAW JAMESON (Knopf) 

DIGBY (Houghton, Mifflin) 

THE SINGER NOT THE SONG (Appleton-Century) 
July Literary Guild selection. 

YOU SHALL KNOW THEM (Little, Brown) July 
dual Book of the Month Club selection. 


PERIOD, . HISTORICAL 


THE UNCONQUERED (Houghton, Mifflin) 
THE QUAKER'S BRIDE (Little, Brown-A.M.P.) 
FREEDOM'S WAY (Funk & Wagnalls) 


THRILLERS 


DOUBLES IN DEATH (Doubleday) 
WORLD OUT OF MIND (Doubleday) 
THE VELVET HAND (Random House) 
THE PENNYCROSS MURDERS (Harper) 


Foe Poe’ The ee 


PERSONAL HISTORY 


CALL ME LUCKY (Simon & Schuster) 
LIFE AMONG THE SAVAGES (Farrar, Straus) 


BIOGRAPHY 


Jue 10- Sergeant, Elizabeth S. WILLA CATHER (Lippincott) 


June 25- de Bernady, Francoise 


June 10- Morris, Malcolm 
June 18- White, Robb 
June 25- Anderton, Russ 


ALBERT AND VICTORIA (Harcourt, Brace) 


OTHER PLACES 


THE WISE BAMBOO (Lippincott) 
OUR VIRGIN ISLAND (Doubleday) 
TIC-POLONGA (Doubleday) 


$3.75 
2.75 


3.75 
3.00 





